
53

English: Composition Skills

1. (b) stand their ground and fight

2. (a) were hired killers

3. (c) set on fire the Americans’ homes

4. (a) He embraced it for a good cause.

5. (c) John Pierpont

6. (b) involvement in the American

Revolution

7. _____ (a) The brave gave up the . . . .

   X   (b) The brave kept trying . . . .

8. _____ (a) The despot gave . . . .

   X   (b) The despot created new . . . .

9.    X   (a) The peal of the bells . . . .

_____ (b) The peal was like a . . . .

10. _____ (a) The vale hung low over . . . .

   X   (b) The vale was colorful . . . .

11. _____ (a) The men quailed in . . . .

   X   (b) The soldiers quailed . . . .

12.    X   (a) Many throughout history . . . .

_____ (b) The martyred man stood . . . .

13. _____ (a) Phonics is a phone . . . .

   X   (b) Phonics is a way of . . . .

14. (a) A as in gate

(b) a as in cat

(c) B as in watch

(d)   â  as in war

15. (a) E as in green

(b) e as in pet

16. (a) I as in mile

(b) i as in inch

17. (a) O as in boat

(b) P as in cot

(c) as in move

(d)   ô  as in for

18. (a) U as in union

(b) u as in under

19. (I), silent

20. bunker   2  

21. fever   2  

22. hill   1  

23. soldier   2  

24. battlefield   3  

25. When a word has one syllable and

only one vowel at the beginning or

in the middle of the word, the vowel

will make a short sound (< ), (ˆ) or (
•
).

26. mat

27. wâr

28. den

29. fit

30. nPd

31. cup

32. if

33. sPd

34. it

35. end

36. is

Check your answers from the Answer Key.  

Correct all errors, then complete your next goal.

ACTIVITY ANSWER KEY

Chapter 3, Section 1

Lesson 1: Spelling and Pronunciation
Warren’s Address at Bunker Hill
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37. win

38. set

39. get

40. pup

41. fôr

42. Pn

43. us

44. When a word has one syllable and two

vowels, the first vowel is long ( –̄),
and the second vowel is silent.

45. flOat

46. sOap

47. lAte

48. bEan

49. cOat

50. rOpe

51. pAil

52. have

53. sAve

54. mAde

55. fAde

56. lAid

57. mAid

58. pAid

59. pOpe

60. gAle

61. fAil

62. lEan

63. When a word has one syllable and the

vowels a-y together at the end of the

word, the a has a long sound, and the

y is silent.

64. When a word has one syllable and the

vowels e-y together at the end of the

word, the e has a long (A) sound, and

the y is silent.

65. quAy

66. swAy

67. frAy

68. brAy

69. mAy

70. sAy

71. lAy

72. gAy

73. strAy

74-76. *Graded by teacher (See Student

Activities for words to pronounce)

77. (k )

78. When a word has one syllable and the

vowel e, o or y at the end of the

word, the vowel sound is usually

long. 

79. shE
80. bE
81. sO
82. nO
83. fr

84. m

85. b

86. hE
87. gO

88. If w-h is followed by o, usually the w is

silent.

89. whole

90. whose

91. whom

92. who

93. whomever

94. wholesome
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95. If an a follows a w in a word of one

syllable and one vowel, the a has the

(B) sound.

96. swBmp

97. wBtch

98. wBd

99. wBsh

100. swag

101. wag

102. wâr

103. wârm

104. wBnder

105. If a syllable ends in a, e, o or u, the

syllable has a long sound (¯). 

106. The last syllable may use e to make

another vowel within that syllable

long. In such a case, the last e is

silent.

107. fA-vor

108. spI-der

109. pI-O-neer

110. vA-cAte

111. ad-vO-cAte

112. mI-grAte

113. fr -dom

114. lO-cal

115. bE-hav-ior

116. If a syllable ends in i, the sound may be

short or long.

117. short

118. long

119. short

120. long

121. short

122. short

123. long

124. long

125. short

126. long

127. long

128. short

129. short

130. long

131. long

132. short

133. long

134. long

135. long

136. long

137. “You may not realize just how close
victory is while circumstances seem
foreboding for your cause. HOLD
ON!”

1. _____ (a) During the 1850s and . . . .

   X   (b) During the 1850s and . . . .

2.    X   (a) Free-state advocates . . . .

_____ (b) Most residents in . . . .

3. _____ (a) Northern states ignored . . . .

   X   (b) Northern states sent help . . . .

4.    X   (a) Pro-slavery forces were . . . .

_____ (b) Because they were . . . .

5. _____ (a) “Rifle Christians” . . . .

   X   (b) “Rifle Christians” . . . .

6. _____ (a) Henry Ward Beecher . . . .

   X   (b) Beecher strongly opposed . . .

7.    X   (a) Pro-slavery forces . . . .

_____ (b) The public of Kansas . . . .

8.    X   (a) The action of Kansas’ . . . .

_____ (b) Once slavery was . . . .

9. eked out

10. sentiment

11. overland

12. inimical

13. territories

14. Henry Ward Beecher

15. Free-state advocates

16. advent

17. enthroned

Lesson 2: Spelling and Pronunciation
Kansas’ Fight for Freedom
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18. carbines

19. If a word ends in y, pronounce the y
with a long (I) sound or with a long

(E) sound.

20. If a word has an o-u together, pronounce

the o-u with an ( ), an ( ) or an

(O) sound.

21. *Graded by teacher (See Student

Activities for words to pronounce)

22. The letter i usually appears before e
except after c or in words where the

e-i is pronounced (A).

23. “C,” “A”

24. (any five) achieve, believe, belief,

relieve, relief, retrieve, piece

25. (any five) perceive, receive, receipt,

conceive, conceit, deceive, deceit

26. (any five) neighbor, weigh, weight,

eight, freight

27. ie

28. ei

29. ie

30. ei

31. ei

32. ie

33. ei

34. ei

35. ei

36. ei

37. ei

38. ei

39. “Outlast the enemy. Endure through
adversity. Be persistent. Stay true to
your dream. Do right when things go
wrong.”

1. (a) a man who has proposed to her

2. (b) the costliest thing ever made by God

3. (b) what the man wants from her

4. (a) a man and king

5. (a) be as pretty as she is now

6. (a) is grand and true

7. (b) should not be hired 

8.    X   (a) The costliest thing we . . . .

_____ (b) The costliest item was . . . .

9.    X   (a) Mutton was the only . . . .

_____ (b) Mutton is made from . . . .

10.    X   (a) The seamstress made a . . . .

_____ (b) Seamstresses are hired . . . .

11. _____ (a) The game of baseball . . . .

   X   (b) The realm of the king . . . .

12. _____ (a) The fair toad sat on a . . . .

   X   (b) The story was about a . . . .

13.    X   (a) Our boat was launched . . . .

_____ (b) We launched the cookies . . . .

14. _____ (a) The grand grain of sand . . . .

   X   (b) The tallest tree stood . . . .

15.    X   (a) A laundress cleaned the . . . .

_____ (b) The laundress washed . . . .

16. (e-r), (o-r), (e-a-r), (i-r), (u-r)

17. (any five) talker, runner, daughter,

mister, provider, were, wonder, her,

fern, or any other (e-r) words that are

spelled correctly

18. ( r), (er)

19. (any five) worry, protector, dictator,

comfort, terror, or any other (o-r)

words that are spelled correctly

20. (ôr)

21. (any five) or, for, forced, forever,

forgive, gorgeous, boredom,

decoration, worship, fort, mortuary,

port, sort, tort, order or any other 

(o-r) words that are spelled correctly

22. (any five) search, heard, learn, earn,

yearn, or any other (e-a-r) words that

are spelled correctly

23. (any five) birth, third, sir, fir, stir, irk,

or any other (i-r) words that are

spelled correctly

24. (any five) Thursday, surprise, churn,

urn, burn, or any other (u-r) words

that are spelled correctly

25. birthday

Lesson 3: Spelling and Pronunciation
A Woman’s Question



26. Thursday

27. stir

28. learned

29. searched

30. bird

31. sir

32. worse

33. earns

34. heard

35. curl

36. i-g-h-t

37. (any five) delight, slight, fright, might,

blight, night, flight, plight, bright,

sight, or any other (i-g-h-t) words

that are spelled correctly

38. (any five) bite, kite, white, quite, write,

invite, polite or any other (i-t-e)

words that are spelled correctly

39. ite

40. ight

41. ite

42. ight

43. ight

44. ight

45. ite

46. ight

47. ight

48. ight

49. ite

50. ite

51. o-w, o-u

52. If a word is pronounced ( ) and ends

in -nd, the word is spelled with o-u.

53. (any five) bound, mound, found, hound,

pound, round, sound or any other (o-

u) words that are spelled correctly

54. If a word is pronounced ( ) and ends

in -n, the word is spelled with o-w.

55. (any five) drown, brown, frown, crown,

gown, or any other (o-w) words that

are spelled correctly

56. (b) frown

57. (a) gown

58. (c) crown

59. (d) sound

60. (f) down

61. (e) mound

62. (h) loud

63. (g) bowed

64. a-i-r, e-a-r, a-r-e

65. (any five) air, chair, fair, hair, pair, stair,

or any other (a-i-r) words that are

spelled correctly

66. (any three) bear, tear, pear, wear, or any

other (e-a-r) words that are spelled

correctly

67. (E), fear, near, lear, ear, year, smear

68. (any five) square, declare, snare, blare,

flare, care, dare, mare, stare, or any

other (a-r-e) words that are spelled

correctly

69. (B)

70. correct

71. correct

72. incorrect

73. incorrect

74. correct

75. correct

76. correct

77. incorrect

78. (a) True

79. o-w, (O), ( )

80. (any five) blow, kno, sow, row, tow,

snow, grow, flow, mow, or any other

(o-w) words that are spelled correctly

81. (any five) now, bow, cow, how, wow,

sow, plow, growl, owl, or any other

(o-w) words that are spelled correctly

82-83. *Graded by teacher (See Student

Activities for words to pronounce)

84. If a word has the letters a-w together,

pronounce the a-w with an (B) sound.

85. (any three) straw, flaw, crawl, brawl, or

any other (a-w) words that are

spelled correctly

86. jaws

87. raw

57

English: Composition Skills
Chapter 3, Section 1 Answer Key
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88. saw

89. paw

90. Thaw

91. “The ideal family consists of a man
and a woman united to satisfy the
deepest longings of the human heart:
fellowship, love and preparation for
the future.”

1. courage, vision, character, sense of

destiny

2. areas where change is most needed

3.    1   accuse the reformer

   2   ridicule the reformer

   3   intimidate or sabotage
4. (1) pose as friends to do damage from

within 

(2) spread rumors

(3) share secrets with competitors

5. (b) False

6. endorsement

7. status quo

8. unethical

9. vigilance

10. mediocrity

11. Reform

12. sabotage

13. crevices

14. long, silent

15. (a) True

16. In a word of one syllable that has a-i
together, the a is pronounced (A), and

the i is silent.

17. In a word of one syllable that has an a
and another vowel separated by a

consonant, the a is pronounced (A),

and the other vowel is silent.

18. braille, raise, praise

19. frAil

20. rAil

21. lAte

22. pAil

23. mAle

24. mAil

25. tAil

26. blAme

27. sAve

28. mAde

29. fAde

30. lAid

31. cApe

32. dAte

33. brAve

34. brAille

35. prAise

36. rAise

37. (i) flake

38. (a) wade

39. (b) frail

40. (f) bail

41. (c) blade

42. (j) laid

43. (d) paid

44. (e) shade

45. (g) trade

46. (h) game

47. (k) fame

48. e-a, e-e
49. If a word has an (E) sound and ends in

n or m, spell the word with an e-a.

50. (any five) gleam, jeans, beam, means,

bean, glean, or any other (e-a) words

that are spelled correctly

51. (any five) seem, green, queen, seen,

been, keen, teen, or any other (e-e)

words that end in “n” or “m” and are

spelled correctly

52. e-e
53. If a word has an (E) sound and ends in

p, spell the word with an e-e.

Lesson 4: Spelling and Pronunciation
The Battle for Reform
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54. (any five) sheep, seep, peep, creep,

beep, or any other (e-e) words that

are spelled correctly

55. (any four) heap, leap, cheap, reap, or

any other (e-a) words that end in “p”

and are spelled correctly

56. e-a
57. ea

58. ea

59. ee

60. ea

61. ea

62. ee

63. ea

64. ee

65. ee

66. ee

67. ea

68. If a word has one syllable and an (O)

sound, spell the word with o-a or

with an o and e separated by a last

consonant sound.

69. (any three) toad, load, road, goad, or

any other (o-a) words that are spelled

correctly

70. (any five) mode, robe, vote, rose, yoke,

tone, or any other (o-consonant-a)

words that are spelled correctly

71. mole

72. cone

73. Foals

74. lone

75. moan

76. goal

77. roar

78. broke

79. A

80. E

81. O

82. E

83. A

84. A

85. O

86. A

87. A

88. “Resisting mediocrity and status quo
always requires courage and vision.”

1. the Statue of Liberty

2. the terrorist strikes on the two World

Trade Centers in New York

3. (d) how the lady might have felt that day

4. (a) a motherly grief at seeing her

country terrorized

5. The author is unknown.

6-9. harbor, dignified, shield, frozen

10. v
11. Most words that end in the v sound are

spelled with a silent e on the end.

12. (any five) sleeve, leave, believe,

receive, retrieve, or any other words

that end in the v sound and that are

spelled correctly

13. Give us a ride home. 

14. Heave the bale of hay onto the truck.

15. He threw the ball for the dog to retrieve.

16. Where do you live?

17. I believe she is capable.

18. I did not receive a letter.

19. If an a precedes l-l, l-t or l-k,

pronounce the a with an (B) sound.

20. (any five) small, fall, chalk, balk, talk,

malt, or any other (l-l, l-t or l-k)

words that are spelled correctly

21. call

22. tall

23. walk

24. balk

25. fall

26. If the vowel o or i in a one-syllable

word is followed by two consonants,

the vowel may be pronounced as a

long vowel.

Lesson 5: Spelling and Pronunciation
The Lady on 9/11
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27. (any three) old, child, blind, most, or

any other words in which an o or an i
is followed by two consonants and

the vowel sound is long.

28. (any three) lost, mill, fish, list, or any

other words in which an o or an i is
followed by two consonants and the

vowel sound is short.

29. i

30. o

31. i

32. i

33. i

34. o

35. o

36. If the vowel a, e or u in a one-syllable

word is followed by two consonants,

the vowel may be pronounced as a

short vowel.

37. (any five) band, lash, blend, felt, must,

lush, crush, lash, mash, or any other

words in which an a, e or u is

followed by two consonants and the

vowel sound is short.

38. *Graded by teacher (See Student

Activities for words to pronounce)

39. If a word has the sound of k and has a

short vowel just before the k sound,

the word is spelled with c-k.

40. (any five) snack, back, block, wreck,

check, sock, stick, lick, stuck, or any

other words with a short vowel just

before the k sound.

41. clock

42. frock

43. peck

44. wreck

45. dock

46. flock

47. thick

48. prick

49. pack

50. sack

51. c

52. (any five) music, comic, phonic, tragic,

magic, picnic, electric, arithmetic, or

any other words that end in a c with

the k sound.

53. All of these words have an i just before

the c.

54. If a word has the sound of k and has a

long vowel just before the k sound,

the word is spelled with k-e.

55. (any five) quake, bake, spoke, joke,

like, bike, or any other words with

the k sound and a long vowel.

56. bake

57. spoke

58. make

59. fluke

60. stake

61. sake

62. If a consonant is between the vowel

and the k sound, the word is spelled

with k. This applies whether the

word has a long or short vowel

sound.

63. (any three) trunk, folk, bunk, bank or

any other words with a consonant

between the k sound and the vowel.

64. If two vowels are before the k sound,

the word is spelled with k.

65. (any three) speak, croak, meek, or any

other words with two vowels before

the k sound.

66. In a word of several syllables, the k
sound is usually spelled with c.

67. (any three) perfection, executive,

direction, or any other words of more

than one syllable and the k sound.

68. ca

69. cate

70. ca

71. frac

72. ca

73. cant
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74. moc

75. cli

76. If a word with two syllables has the k
sound, and the word ends in -et or 

-kle, spell the word with k or ck.

77. (any three) twinkle, jacket, racket,

wrinkle, sprinkle. tinkle, or any other

words with the k sound in the middle

and that end in -et or -kle.

78. link

79. seek

80. prank

81. arithmetic

82. music

83. dark

84. soak

85. walk

86. bask

87. electric

88. picnic

89. tragic

90. thank

91. meek

92. magic

93. folk

94. like, leek or leak

95. If the vowel just before the j sound is

short, the word is spelled with -dge.

96. (any three) dredge, pledge, judge,

dodge, or any other words with a

short vowel and the j sound.

97. If the vowel just before the j sound is

long, the word is spelled with -ge.

98. garbage, village, or any other words

with a long vowel and the j sound.

99. If a consonant is between the j sound

and the vowel, the word is spelled

with g-e (whether the vowel is long

or short).

100. (any three) strange, barge, change,

large, or any other words with a

consonant between the vowel and the

j sound.

101. I

102. C

103. I

104. C

105. I

106. C

107. “As nations become more corrupt and
vicious, they have more need of
masters.”

Ask for your QUIZ over Section 1.

Reminder: Students who score

85% or higher on the section

quizzes may be exempt from the

chapter test!
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